Important information for the June 14, 2022 Referendum vote on
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the North Windham Sewer Project
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A PUBLIC MEETING ON MAY 19, 2022
AT THE WINDHAM HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM AT 6:30 PM
TO: All Residents
FROM: The Windham Town Council

Years of study in the North Windham Commercial District have shown that the use of private septic systems is having long-term
adverse effects on the underlying aquifer and adjacent water bodies. In 2021, the Town Council entered into an agreement with the
Portland Water District to design a reliable, technologically advanced wastewater treatment system that will improve and protect
North Windham’s water quality. The Windham Town Council has determined that a public sewer system in North Windham is necessary to curb the adverse effects of private septic systems and to responsibly allow development in accordance with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Please look for a direct mailing with detailed information to be delivered in the next week.

Protecting Public Health, the Environment, and promoting sustainable economic and community development.
• USGS Studies from 1997-2001 – traced 30

WHY?

•
•

•
•

WHERE?

wells in North Windham testing levels of
contaminants. Results show increases in
Nitrogen above acceptable drinking water
standards. (In some areas it is 3 times higher.)
The MBR system would replace over 100 septic
systems in the treatment area — and the water
discharged would be 99% cleaner.
22,000 lbs./year nitrogen and 3,000 lbs./year
phosphorus are deposited yearly into the
aquifer (red area). Existing septic systems on
average each place an estimated 220 lbs. of
nitrogen/year into the aquifer.
RSU#14 wastewater treatment facility directly
discharges into the Pleasant River (Class B).
Windham has an opportunity
to protect the long-term
health and viability of the
aquifer.

HOW?

The Membrane Bio Reactor (MBR) Facility will:
• Have a smaller carbon footprint
than standard WWTF plants.

• Provide the most
advanced micro-filtration
system in the State for
handling contaminants.

• Have sludge
removed and disposed
of offsite.

• Be an odorless system
solution.

upon activation with

WE HAVE A
SOLUTION TO
ADDRESS THESE
CONCERNS!
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• Have a 40% growth capacity

Modular MBR System

availability for expansion.

MBR

End Product of MBR is Filtrate (near “potable” water).

The Town is working with RSU#14 to locate, construct, replace, improve, and
use new multipurpose recreational fields at the Manchester Elementary
School. Filtrate water (near “potable” water) will be directed to a drip irrigation system installed beneath these new fields.
RTE 302
Windham was identified by D.E.P. as the second most critical project for
wastewater infrastructure to protect the environment in the State!

COST?

(Windham’s project placed 2nd out of 77 applicants. Of the $100 Million in
available funds, Windham’s award was $38.9 Million.)

The total project is $40.6 million. The Town received $38.9 million from the
Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund at 1.5% for a 30-year term. We also
anticipate 25% of the cost to be paid with grant funding. The Tax Increment

• This is our best opportunity to take advantage of the cycle of awards.
• Taxpayer impact minimized by capturing new development and using
the tax increment financing district.

Financing (TIF) Districts will maintain the CWSRL loan payments.

Call 892-1900 for an absentee ballot.
LEARN MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

Both the Town Council and Finance Committee unanimously support this project.

